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Esports earns national final four spot
The Bethany Lutheran College Vikings Esports Team was 
a dominant force in the 2021 College League of Legends 
National Tournament. The Viking gamers earned a trip to 
the Tournament’s final four. The squad notched victories 
over The University of Toronto, the University of California 
Berkeley, and Western University (London, Ontario) on 
route to the finals. Bethany Esports dominated all three of 
its national tournament matches prior to the finals with 
decisive 2-0 victories in each of the best of three events.  

Fall 2021

New enrollment record set,  
international students succeed
Bethany Lutheran College’s Fall 2021 enrollment is at an 
all-time high mark. Exactly 800 students are taking class-
es from Bethany. Included among the 800 students are 
undergraduate (660), graduate (15), high school students 
enrolled at Bethany through Minnesota’s Post-Secondary 
Enrollment Option (PSEO) or through an online partner-
ship with schools both locally and throughout the nation 
(119), and a small number of non-degree seeking students 
(6). Notable among the enrollment figures is the 2021 first-
year class of 228 students. This represents a record num-
ber of new students at Bethany. The 660 undergraduate 
students is also an all-time high. Bethany is blessed with 
a robust international student enrollment which stands 
at 128 students from 29 countries. These students from 
throughout the world provide Bethany with the oppor-
tunity to bring the precious Gospel message to more and 
more souls.

Bethany ranks No. 1 for social mobility
Bethany Lutheran College is ranked number one in the 
State of Minnesota for graduates’ social mobility—the 
ability to climb the success ladder— in the 2022 U.S. 
News College Rankings – National Liberal Arts Category. 
The rankings were released on Monday, September 13, 
2021. This marks the second time in the past three years 
that Bethany is the top college in Minnesota for social 
mobility. The high ranking indicates that Bethany is doing 
a great job educating students from a variety of academic 
and socioeconomic backgrounds. Social mobility refers 
to the ability of a person to move upward in income and 
social class. 
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News Briefs
Eighty-five Bethany Lutheran College athletes earned 
Upper Midwest Athletic Conference (UMAC) academic 
all-conference honors. Hanna Geistfeld, a senior on the 
women’s basketball team, was honored as Bethany’s first- 
ever Academic All-American. Geistfeld was a key figure 
in the women’s team capturing their third straight UMAC 
conference title in 2021. 

New majors in arts administration and Spanish were 
recently added. Bethany now offers 28 majors to choose 
from. 

Bethany’s nursing program is producing top-notch grad-
uates. A marker of success is the graduates’ ability to pass 
the National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX-RN® 
exam). The NCLEX exam has one purpose: to determine if 
it’s safe for a nursing school graduate to begin practice as 
an entry-level nurse. Bethany’s program has awarded 
degrees for three years, and each of the three graduating 
classes has achieved an impressive 100% pass rate on the 
NCLEX exam.

Graduate program now in session
Bethany’s first-ever master’s program in clinical mental 
health counseling (CMHC) is now serving its first cohort 
of students. The CMHC program is fully accredited by the 
Higher Learning Commission (HLC). The CMHC master’s 
curriculum is primarily delivered through an online 
program with some on-campus components. Dr. 
Benjamin Kohls has led the development of the new 
program. Dr. Kohls earned a PhD in counselor education 
and supervision from the University of South Dakota, a 
master of science in community counseling from 
Minnesota State University-Mankato, and a bachelor of 
science in staff ministry from Martin Luther College.

Clay Target added to BLC 
extracurricular offerings
Bethany recently added a competitive clay target team to 
its co-curricular program. Clay target is a popular sport 
which involves shooting a firearm at cylindrical flying 
objects known as clay targets. Minnesota is known as the 
national leader for youth involvement in clay target sports 
(Gregory, Time Magazine, 2019). In 2008, the Minnesota 
State High School Clay Target League (MNSHSCTL) was 
started with three teams and 30 student athletes, and it’s 
grown quickly. Recent numbers show over 12,000 high 
school students and 450 schools participating. 

BLC Clay Target will be a competitive sport consisting of 
a co-ed roster of 20-30 participants. The team will 
compete in the USA College Clay Target League. 
Competitors are eligible to earn up to $2,000 in activity 
scholarships depending on individual qualifications. 

Activity Center moving forward
The governing boards of Bethany Lutheran College gave 
permission for the administration to seek bids for a new 
Student Activity Center on the campus. If bids prove to be 
within budget, construction could begin in the Fall of 
2021. The new facility will offer recreation opportunities 
for the entire campus. It will feature a 200-meter six-lane 
indoor track, artificial turf infield, partition netting and 
batting cages, and jumping areas for various field events. 
In addition, there will be considerable exercise space for 
student fitness, gathering areas for students, and also 
space for large group gatherings and activities. The 
facility will also be utilized for academic programs 
including physical education, exercise science, and 
education.




